
Worship at the Beach and Picnic 
Then join us on the following Sunday Sept 18th at Richmond 
Beach Saltwater Park as we kick off our new church year. We’ll 
celebrate by holding our worship service on the beach at the 

middle picnic shelter at 10 am, 
followed by a beach picnic. 
Bring blankets, chairs and food; 
FLRB will provide drinks, uten-
sils, plates and cups. 
   A-E: Fruit or Appetizer   
   F-K: Salad 
   L-S: Main  
   T-Z: Dessert 

God’s Work Our Hands 
Join us on Sept 11th to help serve.  
We’ll have a single service at 10:00 am. 
Then we’ll grab our brown bag snacks 
and go serve our church and   
community.  
 
There are plenty of opportunities to 
serve so please join us for this special 
day. T-Shirts are available for purchase 
for $10. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Fall 2016 

FALL KICK-OFF EVENTS 

Our mission statement at FLRB starts with 
these words: “To be a gathered people….”  
Now there are things we DO as a gathered 
people (live, love, and serve as Jesus did), and 
there’s a REASON why we do them (so that 
all may come to know Jesus). But first we’re 
called to be a “gathered people.” The Bible 
calls us into community where we come to 
know each other and relate to each other as 
brothers and sisters in Christ. See, it’s my 
conviction that God is not merely saving 
individuals but creating a new community of 
redeemed people out of the ashes of a fallen 

humanity. I believe that to my core.  But what does that look like? 
 
First and foremost it means that we’re called to be an Accepting 
Community. Paul writes that we’re to “Let love be genuine.”  “Love 
must be sincere,” he says. Now what’s love?  Love is simply the 
intentions and the actions that are necessary to communicate to a 
person that we are on their side, that we are for them, that we 
want them to succeed. And, in order to do that, you need to  
convince them that you accept them where they are and as they 
are.  Paul exhorts us in Romans 15 to accept one another just as 
Christ accepted us.  Now that acceptance comes in many forms. 
In part, that means we accept someone in their sinfulness, in their 
weakness, and in their imperfection.   
 
Unfortunately, the Christian community is sometimes known as a 
community that shoots its own wounded. We can often be harsh 
and judgmental with those who “don’t measure up.” But that 
only means that we don’t understand the gospel or ourselves very 
well.  
 
Because, for me, to be convinced that I’m accepted means that I 
need to be accepted at my WORST. That’s what the gospel says 
to us – “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us!”   
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If my wife says to me, “I’ll accept you, I’ll be on your side, I’ll be there 
for you, EXCEPT when you’re being selfish” that means, she’s not 
going to be offering me very much acceptance. 
 
Here’s the thing: Jesus died our death for us, and now God sees 
us as though we’ve never sinned at all!  That means we’ll never be 
rejected no-matter our failings. And we’re to extend a similar  
acceptance to other people without demanding that they change 
before we offer it to them. We’re to be an unshockable people 
because we know that under the right conditions who’s to say 
what anyone of us are capable of. 
 
Secondly, not only are we to be an accepting community, but 
we’re to be a Holy Community.  We’re to accept people AS they 
are, but never are we content with leaving people WHERE they 
are. The gospel is committed to changing us—all of us. The Bible 
says that “we’re to be those who hate evil and cling to what is good!”  
What this means, in a community, is that we’re to take on the 
family likeness. Even though I was adopted by my parents and 
shared no DNA with my dad, people always talked about our 
family likeness. As we worship God, we begin to take on His  
likeness. As someone once said, You become that which you gaze 
upon. 
 
Thirdly, we’re to be a uniquely Upbuilding and Encourging 
Community. Paul admonishes us to “love one another in brotherly 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor,”  and a few verses later 
he tells us to “rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep.” But that hasn’t always been our practice. Maybe we think 
we only have so much to dole out. The gospel cures us of this  
because God lavishes upon us grace, honor, acceptance, and love. 
We know if He’s given us His Son, He’ll graciously give us  
anything else.    
 
Accepting, Holy, Upbuilding and Encouraging…let these be our 
aims as we come together this fall, begin a new program year, and 
grow more and more connected together as a community of the 
redeemed! 



CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

Wednesdays 

Sunday School 

Returns September 25th at 9:45! 
This year we will return to the classroom model of Sunday 
School. Classes will be split by age and each class will be 
specifically designed for that age group. 
Preschool– Old Testament 
Kindergarten– 1st Grade– New Testament 
2nd and 3rd– All Bible with focus on Catechism 
4th-6th Grade– The  Bible as one complete story. 
Confirmation– Creed, Discipleship and Lutheranism 
 
High School youth are encouraged to teach Sunday School, go to 
New Community, or sing with Choir or Praise Band.  
 

 
 
J.A.M. (Jesus and Music!) 
Begins September 14th 
5:00-6:00: 3yr-6th Grade Kids will get a chance 
to grow in their faith and participate in 
Children's Choir. This year we will be splitting 
the kids in 3 groups so the 4-6th graders will 
have their own time. Please talk to Joel or Terry for more 
information. 
 
6:30-8:30 Youth Group– 7th-12th Grade begins September 14th 

Outreach News 
The preschool & kindergarten will be supporting “Backpack” Kids along with the congregation this 
year. We will be collecting food for Syre students who are on free/reduced lunches. These “bags of 
love” provide meals on the weekend for the students. Look for lists of food you can contribute! 
 
First Lutheran Preschool & Kindergarten 44 years and coun ng!!!! 
This September First Lutheran Preschool & Kindergarten will begin its 44rd   year of ministry and outreach 
to the local community.  This year please continue to support us by: 

 Praying for the staff, board and families. This year our staff includes – Kathie Longé, Diana 
Taylor, Stephanie Harper, Randi Johnson, Valya Hart, Nancy Malek, Kirsten Stevens, Terry 
Anderson, Kristi Timss, Karen Herr, Carolina Leitner and Kären Beasley,  Board-  Sue McCor-
mick, Terry Baird, Kristina Svenkerud,  Julie Anneberg, Laura Schleede, Brianne Sturm, Robin 
Hills, Molly Verschuyl, Vanessa Stedman, and Sherry Shellman. 

 Collecting egg cartons, toilet paper and paper towel tubes & clean Styrofoam meat trays 
 CHANGE – Campbell soup has discontinued the soup label program……..so unfortunately we will no longer accept soup  
        labels. 

  
The staff and families are looking forward to another great year with lots and lots of fun and exciting things happening. Please remember you 
are welcome to stop in and say “HI” anytime. 
 

FLRB PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Events 

Summer Wrap Up 
EVBS—August 2016–  
We had 180 children and over 75 volunteers.  
 

Tillamook Mission trip July 2016.  



Each Sunday, beginning September 25th, you are invited at 9:45 
a.m. to the Upper Room for an hour of teaching that is meant to 
refresh your soul and be relevant to your daily life. Through a 
mix of humor and insight, Pastor Bjorge opens up God’s Word 
and offers a 45-50 minute teaching that is meant to make your 
hearts come alive to God’s presence in your life and the world. 
This year he will teach on subjects such as Getting Into the Game: 
Living out of our Spiritual Gifts (spiritual gifts will be an emphasis 
at FLRB this year), What Would Jesus Say About It, and other top-
ics. This year Pastor John will have other speakers take over, on 
occasion, while he teaches Confirmation. Generally he will teach 
four weeks and take two off to be with the Confirmands allowing 
others to share their passions. 

Word Of Life 
Wednesday mornings, at 10 a.m., join Pastor John in the  
Library to discuss and study the Scripture passages that will be 
preached on the upcoming Sunday. This is a time for everyone to 
share their thoughts, ask their questions, and be guided into see-
ing what these Scripture readings mean for us and our congrega-
tion. This hour of study will help you hear the sermon each week 
differently and, at times, even allow you to shape it through offer-
ing your ideas as to what these Scriptures mean for you. Join the 
pastor each Wednesday beginning September 14th in the library. 

Writers’ Group 
The Writers Group meets on the first and third Thursday of each 
month. Even if you don’t write, you’re welcome to attend and 
hear the writers read their work … they guarantee it will be fun. 
At one recent meeting a church staff member came into the room 
to see what all the hilarity was. Arrival is between 11:30 a.m. and 
noon. Bring a sack lunch. Adjournment is typically about 2 p.m. 
The writers are a diverse group… some write children’s stories, 
others write poems or memoirs, some writing is fiction, some 
non-fiction… it’s always a surprise. The more the merrier.  
Questions? Contact Kim Kimmy Tomczak at 425-445-3355 or at 
kimekimmy@gmail.com. If you’re interested in being a part of 
an evening or weekend writing group, the group is open to the 
idea.  

Women’s Bible Bunch 
Are you looking for a fun women's group where you will discover 
refreshment in studying God's Word, gain in personal growth in 
faith and where prayer and fellowship, joy and laughter abide, 
and enjoy planning Church luncheons and events?  If so, then you 
will want to join us.  We invite women of all ages. 
WHEN:   The 3rd. Monday of each month, beginning September 
19th. at 12:00. 
WHERE: The Church Library. 
WHAT:  A continued study in the Gospel of John.  This  
particular day we discuss John the 12th. chapter - THE HOUR 
HAS COME - In the N.T. Wright series. Please bring your Bible, 
paper, pen and an expectation for God's blessings.  On our 9/19 
meeting, a pot luck lunch will be served.  For each meeting from 
this time forward, please bring a sack lunch.  Beverage & dessert 
will be  provided for the following meetings - Oct. 17th. Nov. 
21st.  We take a break in December and resume January 16th. 
2017.  Contact Person: Dorothy Clausen daclaus@comcast.net ,  
425-776-2694. 

InAsMuch 
InAsMuch will be back in full swing on September 6th. It would 
be nice if we could see some new faces this fall! We work from  
9-12 with a break for prayer, coffee and goodies at 10. If you are a 
late sleeper, come and join us for coffee and then sew until 12. If 
you would like to pick up a kit to sew a quilt top at home, we 
have the kits available along with bags of sorted 4-5 1/2 inch 
squares to make into a 101/2 square (it takes 48 squares to make a 
top). We have lots of materials and just need willing hands to 
assist us. It’s always great to get back in with our old friends and 
catch up on what has been going on in their lives the past couple 
of months and to meet new friends too. Looking forward to  
seeing you! 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

OFFERING OPTIONS 

Ways you can give: 
 Simply Giving: You can setup automatic payments by check-

ing/savings or by debit/credit card. Forms are on the bulletin 
board behind the Hospitality Desk. 

 Bill-pay from your bank: Do you already pay your cable and 
phone bills through your bank? Add us as a payee and they 
will send us a check when you want to contribute. 

 Online donations: The link on our website will take you to an 
online donation page where you can make one-time  

        contributions or setup a recurring payment. 
 
If you have questions or if you are interested and ready to 
give it a try, phone the office (206-546-4153) or email  
office@flrb.org or parishadmin@flrb.org). 

Mary‐Martha Circle 
Mary-Martha Circle will have the first meeting of the year on 
September 8th, 10 am, in the library. New members welcome.   

A Big Thank you to Jewel Graham the summer 
Faith Formation Intern!! 
Her last Sunday will be  

September 11th. 



NEWS FROM THE PARISH NURSE 

This Caring Home 
As I write this article for the Beachcomber, I am full of love for this “Caring Home” of First Lutheran Church of Richmond Beach!  I love 
the way all of you care for each other, even in the depths of raw pain in recent tragedies.  I see how you reach out, as the hands of Jesus, 
to hurting people!  I see people who are in the “trenches” of pain and loss, and so many people are extending a caring hand and heart.   
In 1 Thessalonians, chapter 2 Paul writes “we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because 
you had become very dear to us.”  That so describes many of the people who are a part of First Lutheran!  I hear and see people daily who 
care for others, who reach out to care for the church (even the church building and grounds!)  We have new people coming into our 
church, and I see people greeting and caring for new people.  We welcome you and the gifts God has blessed you with!! 
There are many ways to care here at First Lutheran!  There are hospitality teams, small groups and Bible studies, prayer and caring minis-
try groups, ministry groups for quilters, children and youth leaders, amazing music opportunities, outreach local and international, visita-
tion and so much more… in addition we want YOU to join with us! 
I invite you to enter in to this place of caring.  If you have been excluded, or wounded, I would love to help by listening and apply your 
experiences to correct and reform our caring.  If you are doubting and unsure, I’d love to hear your thoughts and share your heart!  I invite 
you.  Know God is in this place and we welcome you!  May God bless the beginning of this new program year, and YOU are a part of His 
caring here.  Let’s chat! 

              —Cathy Thomas, RN, Parish Nurse 

LEADERSHIP 

Music Rehearsals 
 

Mondays: 
Bell Choir — 6:30-7:30 pm 

 
Wednesdays: 

J.A.M. (Jesus and Music!)  
3yr-6th grade kids — 5:00-6:00 pm 

 
Praise Band — 6:00-7:30 pm 

 
Adult Choir — 7:30-9 pm 

 
Contact Joel Bevington for more information. 

Joel.bevington@gmail.com / 206-546-4153 Ext. 201 

Church Council 
At the annual congregational meeting in June, new members 
were elected to Church Council. Your Church Council Leaders 
this year are: Phil Turcotte, Council President; Marin Brustuen, 
Immediate Past President; Jim Borrow,Vice President; Sue  
Fulkerson, Treasurer; Laura Marchisio, Secretary; Duane  
Hoffman, Cory Heins, and  Jim Annenberg, At-Large members, 
and Pastor John Bjorge.  The Council usually meets the second 
Tuesday of each month.  

Service of Prayer and Healing 
A Service of Prayer and Healing is held the first Sunday of every 
month following the last service. This is a time that we can pray 
for people requesting prayer and healing; we can also pray in 
intercession for those people not in attendance.  

Monthly Cancer Support Group  
Join us every first Tuesday of the month (starting Sept. 6th), at  
7:00 pm in the church. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Gree ngs From the Music Department! 
We have an exciting year coming up, being kicked off by God's 
Help, Our Hands and our church picnic at Salt Water Park next 
Sunday! The choir, worship band, and children's choir will be 
working on music that progresses through the church year and 
enhances our worship services during Reformation,  
Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas. We have a very vibrant 
music community at First Lutheran and I am so excited to use all 
the resources God has blessed us with. 
If you or someone you know may be interested in getting in-
volved in the music program at FLRB, please don't hesitate to 
contact me. 



Our purpose is: 
“to share the gospel with the people of Nicaragua through our service in the areas of faith, community development, and health care” 

 

Nicaragua Partnership Update 
As many of you know FLRB has had a partnership with Iglesia Roca 
Eterna in Motastepe, Nicaragua, through Forward Edge International.   
 
We began that partnership in 2013, when we sent our first leadership 
team down. Since then we have sent:  
 3 medical teams 
 1 education team 
 2 youth teams 
 1 construction team (in conjunction with a medical team 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Live, Love and Serve. 
These are the words that guide us at FLRB.  Our partnership in 
Nicaragua is centered on this. Our teams have had 
opportunities to live, love, and serve the people of Motastepe 
with every trip.  We have visited people in their homes and 
prayed over them, we have worked with public school 
educators on literacy, we have brought medical treatment and 
supplies to hundreds of people, we’ve experienced earthquakes 
and the demolition of Pr. Eliezer’s home, we’ve painted the 
church and lead Vacation Bible School, and so much more. 

But, most important we have had opportunities to grow in our faith as 
we work alongside the people of Nicaragua and build relationships.   
 
We hope to send teams focusing on medical and construction down in 
the next year. In addition we will also be having a fund raiser to help 
support the rebuilding of Pr. Eliezer’s house.  More information will 
come out as soon as details are determined.  Please keep the 
Nicaragua ministry and our friends in Motastepe in your prayers.  
 
For more information please contact: 
Pr. John Bjorge, Cathy Thomas (parish nurse) or Bente Klatt 
(bente.klatt@gmail.com) 

 
 
 
 

NICARAGUA MISSION UPDATE 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

12pm Writers’ 
Group  

2  3 

4  9am Classic Service 

10:30am Praise Service 
11:30am  Prayer Service 

5 
Labor Day  
Office/Preschool 
Closed  

6 
9am InAsMuch 
7pm Cancer  
Support Group 

7 
6pm Praise Band 
7:30pm Choir 
 

8 
10am Mary-
Martha Circle   

9 10 
2pm 
Lou Barkley 
Memorial 

11 
10am Worship  
followed by God’s 
Work/Our Hands 
Service Day Event 

12 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 

13 
 
9am InAsMuch 
7pm Council 

 14  
10am Word of Life 
JaM: 5pm-6pm 
Y/G 6:30-8:30pm 
6:30pm Praise Band 
7:30pm Choir 

15 
12pm Writers’ 
Group  

16 
 

17 

18 
10am Beach Worship 
at 10am at RB Salt-
water Park followed 
by Picnic 

19 
 
12:00 Women’s 
Bible Bunch 
6:30pm Bell Choir 

20 
9am InAsMuch 
 

21  
10am Word of Life 
JaM: 5pm-6pm 
Y/G 6:30-8:30pm 
6:30pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

22 23  24 
FLRB Bike 
Ride—Meet 
at Chruch at 
9am 

25 
8:30 Classic Service 
9:45 Sunday School,           
Youth/Confirmation 
and New Community 
11:00 Praise Service 

26  
 
 
6:30pm Bell Choir 

27 
 
9am InAsMuch 

28 
10am Word of Life 
JaM: 5pm-6pm 
Y/G 6:30-8:30pm 
6:30pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

29 30   

CALENDAR 

September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
8:30am Classic Service 
9:45am  Sunday School,           
Youth/Confirmation and 
New Community 
11am Praise Service 
12pm  Prayer/Healing 

3 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 

4  
9am InAsMuch 
7pm Cancer  
Support Group 

5  
10am Word of Life 
JaM: 5pm-6pm 
Y/G 6:30-8:30pm 
6:30 Praise Band  
7:30 Choir 

6  
12pm Writer’s 
Group 

7  8 

9  
8:30 Classic Service 
9:45 Sunday School,           
Youth/Confirmation and 
New Community 
11:00 Praise Service 

10 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 

11 
 
9am InAsMuch 
7pm Council  
 

12   
10am Word of Life 
JaM: 5pm-6pm 
Y/G 6:30-8:30pm 
6:30 Praise Band  
7:30 Choir 

13 
 
10am Mary-
Martha Circle   

14 15 

16  Preschool Sunday 
8:30 Classic Service 
9:45 Sunday School,           
Youth/Confirmation and 
New Community 
11:00 Praise Service 

17 
12:00 Women’s 
Bible Bunch 
6:30 Bell Choir 

18  
9am InAsMuch 
 

19  
10am Word of Life 
JaM: 5pm-6pm 
Y/G 6:30-8:30pm 
6:30 Praise Band  
7:30 Choir 

20 
12pm Writer’s 
Group 

21 
 

22 

23 
8:30 Classic Service 
9:45 Sunday School,           
Youth/Confirmation and 
New Community 
11:00 Praise Service 

24 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 

25 
9am InAsMuch 
 

 26 
10am Word of Life 
JaM: 5pm-6pm 
Y/G 6:30-8:30pm 
6:30 Praise Band  
7:30 Choir 

27 28 29   

30  
8:30 Classic Service 
9:45 Sunday School,           
Youth/Confirmation and 
New Community 
11:00 Praise Service 

31 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 

     

      1 

October 



EVENTS 

New Beginning Luncheon 
As we look forward to the New Year, we will celebrate A NEW 
BEGINNING! with a luncheon January 8th, 2017.  Look for 
some exciting details in the next Beachcomber. 

Harvest Carnival 
Sunday, October 30th, 5-7 pm 
Carnival games, Trunk and Treat, 
dinner. All are invited to join this 
community celebration! 
 
Volunteers needed to help run this 
event. Please contact Terry Baird. 

WANTED—SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Once again we be collecting school supplies to be sent to Lutheran World Relief, who, in turn, will ship them to needy children 
around the world. The bags have already been sewn; we just need the supplies to fill them! Right now, many stores are having great 
sales on school supplies...could you pick up a few items the next time you're shopping?  Below is a list of requested items.  Please leave 
your donations in the marked box in the narthex or in the InAsMuch collection box in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you in advance for 
using your hands to do God's work. 

School items needed: 
 

 Notebooks - 70 sheet 8x10 (wide or college-ruled 

 Rulers  - 12 in. with both inches and centimeters 

 Pencil sharpeners - small  /  Scissors - blunt 

 Ballpoint pens - black/blue (no gel pens) 

 Erasers - 2 1/2” 

 Boxes of Crayons - 16 or 24 quantity 

We will also preparing personal care kits.   
Personal care items needed: 
 

 Bath towels - dark colored, 27”x52” 

 Bar soap – 4 or 5oz. 

 Toothbrushes 

 Combs 

 Nail clippers 

October is Pastor Apprecia on Month!    
This is a great opportunity to think of ways to express thanks and 
appreciation for the blessing God has given us through our 
wonderful, Pastor John Bjorge. 
 
One way we will celebrate our appreciation is with a Pastor 
Appreciation Luncheon.  Everyone is invited  and encouraged to 
attend, so mark you calendars ahead of time. 
WHEN;    October 23rd. following the last service. 
WHERE:  In the Fellowship Hall 
WHY:       Just because we appreciate Pastor John! 
 
If you want to be included in helping to plan this exciting event, 
please contact: Dorothy Clausen - daclaus@comcast.net  or  
425-776-2694. 

God’s Work, Our Hand’s  ‐  Sept. 11 
 
FLRB 10am Church Service & Picnic at 
Saltwater Beach picnic shelter  ‐  Sept. 18 

 
 
 
 
 

Fall Spiritual Gi s Program 
The Stewardship committee will be 
driving a Fall event to help everyone 
determine their “Spiritual Gifts” using 
a survey assessment and meetings with 
coaching staff to help you better  
understand what gifts you have and 
how you can use them in service. 

Thanksgiving  Ecumenical Service 
On November 23rd, multiple local churches will come together to hold an 
evening Thanksgiving service, including FLRB. 
More details will be announced at a later date. 

Nicaragua Fundraiser / Meal 
Look for more details to be coming. 
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Return Service Requested 

September 11th  
10:00 am  One Service 
God’s Work/Our Hands event to follow 
 

September 18th  
10:00 am  One Service—at Saltwater Park 
Followed by Church Picnic on the Beach 
 

Fall Worship Schedule Begins September 25th 
8:30 am  Classic Worship (Traditional) 
9:45 am  Sunday School/Youth/Confirmation and  
  New Community  
11:00 am    Praise Worship (Sounds of Grace) 
  

September 
God’s Work, Our Hands! 
The outreach proceeds for September will be going to offset 
expenses towards the “God’s Work, Our Hands” outreach 
activities. This includes, the meal for compass veterans 
housing, school and health kits for Lutheran world relief, fleece 
for blankets for Lutheran world relief and children’s hospital 
and more. 
 
 
 
October 
Emphasis will be on the “Operation BackPack Kids” program.  
 
 

WORSHIP TIMES 

Like us on Facebook! 

Stay Connected 
Follow us on Facebook or check out our website to keep up to 
date on events happening this summer (watch for our NEW web-
site, which is coming soon). We will be posting photos, events 
and articles on our Facebook page. If you would like to receive 
the weekly e-mail newsletter or would like to receive our bi-
monthly Beachcomber newsletter electronically, please contact 
the front office, 206.546.4153.  

SOCIAL MEDIA 


