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Music Ministry Sunday 

May 4 
Please join us for a festive day of worship 

& music as we say thank you to the 
many hands & hearts of our music 

ministry. 
 

Elizabeth Jordan will also give an organ 
and piano recital at 3:00pm.   

Pre-School 
Sunday is 

April 20 at  
11:00 AM 

 
Children from 

KidMoves, Kid-
Song, The Alle-
luia Choir, and 
the entire Pre-
School will be 

singing and danc-
ing in worship.  

Their teachers will 
be leading worship, 

too!  You won’t 
want to miss this 

fun day. 

A wonderful worship experience 
was presented on Good Friday 
at First with a Tableau.  The 
narrative and players created a 
movingly significant portrayal 
of THE Good Friday event, 

and gave us much to ponder 
in preparation for the Alle-
luia of Easter.  Thank you 
to Marin Brustuen and Lisa 
VanHorne for preparing 
this service, and to the ac-
tors who gave us this gift! 

We joyfully report that 
Easter Sunday was 
shared at First Lutheran 
by 705 people at our 
services—over 100 
more than in 2007!                        
Alleluia!  Christ is Risen 
Indeed!   

     Postmodernity is a buzzword thrown 
around by many these days.  Modernity, to 
which postmodernity reacts, is widely be-
lieved to have started at the Treaty of Ver-
sailles in 1919 as a reaction to the Kaisers 
of Germany in an effort to use reason and 
logic so as to avert war in Europe.   

     Modernity has continued by and large 
unquestioned until quite recently.  Moder-
nity has impacted Christian development 
in that it’s necessitated the Church to ra-
tionally explain the gospel using logical 
propositions (such as the “Four Spiritual 
Laws,” not to mention countless books on 
doctrine, apologetics, and systematic theol-
ogy).   

     Modernity relies on philosophy, knowl-
edge, science, and that which is verifiable.  
Toward this end, the Church has made 
claims such as “The Bible is the infallible 
and inerrant Word of God.  It is Truth!” 

     Postmodernity says, “You can explain 
all that to me until you’re blue in the face; 
you can reason me into a corner and make 
claims that sound logically right and true, 
but guess what — I still don’t buy it!”   

     Postmodernity esteems above all else 
experience and intuition.  It’s less con-
cerned with what’s logically right, but in-
stead values what’s meaningful and per-
sonal.  Something is “true” when it “feels 
true.”  Authenticity is more important than 
authority.  In fact, post-moderns cringe at 
authority.  “What is authoritative to you is 
not authoritative to me.”  Experience 
trumps truths, principles and facts. 

     Today many of us live within postmod-
ernity without even knowing it or calling it 
such.  We sense that the modernity experi-
ment of rationalism has failed us—after all, 
we still have war and injustice all around.  
How can authorities and truth claims bring 
the kind of peace and justice we crave?   

     Take, for example, the last presidential 
election.  John Kerry said he had a plan, 
something he let us hear about every 

chance he had.  George W. Bush got in 
front of the American public and said, “It’s 
hard to be a president.  I know the leaders 
of other countries.  I’ve worked with them.  
You can trust me to lead you.”  Not a 
word about a plan.  He got elected because 
people today will choose character and 
authenticity over a plan any day. 

     All of this is to say, in a postmodern 
ethos, you can’t convince anyone to be-
lieve anything.  Instead, all you have is 
your character, your integrity, your au-
thenticity, and your personal and deeply 
held confession of faith.  Appealing to the 
authority of the Bible, the Church, tradi-
tion, a pastor or a writer accomplishes little 
if anything.  All we have is our personal 
witness to what we’ve seen and heard and 
believe deeply within us, namely that Jesus 
is alive; that he is among us to claim us as 
his own and to partner with us in changing 
this world—in ushering in God’s kingdom!  
No facts, no principles, no truth state-
ments—simply our confession of faith.   

     And people listening to us are a lot like 
a jury.  They have a number of witnesses 
parading before them in any given day, all 
giving testimony as to what they believe to 
be true.  At the end of the day, the jury will 
decide who gave their testimony most au-
thentically.  Then they will render a ver-
dict.  Of all these conflicting witness state-
ments, whose rings the most compelling?   

     All any of us have are convictions to 
offer, not proofs!  God has only called us 
to bear witness to what we have seen and 
heard.  He’s never called us to convince 
anyone of anything and any language that 
tries to convince will only be met with re-
sistance and opposition. Our testimony is 
all we have and it’s all the world wants to 
hear.  It’s what the Holy Spirit uses to 
bring transformation to the world.  No 
amount of logic, bible verses, or sage ad-
vice will win the day—only our faithful, 
non-coercive, heart-felt confession that 
Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord!   

From the Desk of Pastor Bjorge 

 

Sign Up for Pastor 
Bjorge’s weekly 

emails entitled “First 
Things First @ First” 

by emailing him at 
pastorjohn@flrb.org 

VOLUME 105,  ISSUE 4 

APRIL 2008 

The Beachcomber 

FIRST  LUTHERAN CHURCH OF R ICHMOND BEACH 

The Strategic 
Plan is Out! 

2 

Prayer Ministry 3 

Preschool News 4 

Prayers  6 

Calendar 7 

FLRBY (Youth) 8 

Central Lunch 
Wrap-up 

10 
 

INS IDE THIS ISSUE:  

The Beachcomber 

Check out our 
new, improved, 

and updated 
Website at 

www.flrb.org 



VOLUME 105,  ISSUE 4 PAGE 2 

     “To be faithful to God’s calling in this day and age, 
the church of Jesus Christ must be committed to the 
charge first placed by Jesus upon his earliest disciples: 
to be witnesses to the new life God makes possible 
through Christ’s death and resurrection. This mission 
is the same charge Jesus now lays upon us, who, in like 
fashion, have had our faith kindled and lives changed 
through the proclamation of the gospel.   
     “As we begin the twenty-first century, we believe 
that God is calling First Lutheran of Richmond Beach to 
play a significant role in the evangelical mission to 
which God calls the whole church.  We fully take to 
heart that we live at a time of significant change and in 
a culture where many have not heard the gospel and so 
many others question its relevance.  Yet we also live 
during a time of significant spiritual hunger and reli-
gious renewal when many search for authentic commu-
nity, meaning, and purpose. 
     “With both the challenges and opportunities of our 
day in mind, we are bold to believe that God has 
brought First Lutheran to a favorable time in the life of 
the church and world, a time for lively confession of the 
hope that has been given to us in the proclamation of 
the gospel that we may serve as witnesses to God’s on-
going work to create, sustain, and redeem the world. 
     “To this end, we, the leadership of First Lutheran, 
offer this strategic plan in order to make plain our com-
mitment to be witnesses to the tremendous promises we 
have in God’s Word.  Building on the work of those 
faithful leaders that have gone before us we endeavor to 
move forward into the future with confidence and bold-
ness as we seek to impact this world with God’s Word 
of grace in Jesus Christ.” 

†  †  † 

      So begins the Strategic Plan of First Lutheran!  This 
Strategic Plan, crafted by the Church Council over the 
course of the past five months, first outlines the identity 
and values that underlie our sense of mission to which 
we are pledged—that we are a Biblically-based, Grace-
centered, Missional, and Responsive community of 
faith.  As such we have deeply held values—values such 
as: relationships, growth, hope, hospitality, relevance, 
excellence, stewardship, imagination, and courage. 
     The plan then identifies our commitments as a com-
munity of faith given to us in the Great Commission and 
the Great Command, namely worshipping, inviting, 
growing, connecting, serving and giving.  Goals and 
strategies were put forth to employ these commitments in 
light of our identity and values.  Action plans have been 
written by the staff and leadership teams to assure that 
these strategies are carried out in ways that are timely, 
realistic, measurable, and specific.     
     A constant thread throughout this plan is the desire to 
listen – to members, to leaders, and to those with whom 
we partner in ministry – all in an effort both to hear and 
to heed God’s Spirit moving in our midst, prodding us to 
greater faithfulness in the mission to which we have been 
entrusted. 
     Copies of the plan along with the specific goals and 
strategies will soon be available at the Hospitality desk.  
We value your input.  This is an on-going work of your 
Leadership team.  These goals and strategies will be 
regularly updated, honed, and improved upon so that we 
can purposefully and intentionally live into the mission 
to which Christ has called us.  We praise God for vision.  
Let us also pray he leads us toward the kind of action 
which bears much fruit for the sake of God’s Kingdom! 

      

THE STRATEGIC PLAN IS OUT! 

 Church Office @ 206 546-4153 or 
E-mail:  office@flrb.org 

Web:  flrb.org 
 

Staff: 
Rev. Dr. John Bjorge                   Ext. 225 
 pastorjohn@flrb.org  
Carolee Grumm, Parish Administration Ext. 223 
 parishadmin@flrb.org 
Elizabeth Jordan, Dir Music Ministries Ext. 229 
 music@flrb.org 
Terry Baird, Director of Faith Formation     Ext. 222 
 ffd@flrb.org 
Kären Beasley, Preschool Director Ext. 227 
 preschool@flrb.org 
Linda Baily, Office Manager  Ext. “0” 
 office@flrb.org 
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This was a big year for First 
Lutheran at the Central Lu-
theran/Community Lunch 
Program during February in 
several ways. First, a big 
“Thank You” to all of those 
who went to Central to cook 
and serve; we had a total of 
54 people volunteer-
ing this year, up from 
39 last year. Since 
many people were 
able to go more than 
once, we were not 
lacking in help! Spe-
cial thanks also to the 
Mary Martha Circle 
for their donation, to 
all those who pro-
vided the baked 
goodies that the 
guests love, and to 
the staff and pre-
schoolers who made 
placemats and deco-
rations for the tables. 
 
We also wound up with 
large numbers of “guests” 
this year. The count of those 
coming through the door by 
week during February went: 
156, 152, 163, 179 and 210. 
These numbers were all up 
from last year, so unfortu-
nately we see that the prob-
lem of hungry people in our 
city is not going away. 
 
Even though First Lutheran 
covers Fridays in February, 
the Community Lunch pro-
gram operates year-round 

offering lunch on Tuesdays 
and Fridays each week. 
They often have a cook and 
a partial crew, but just need 
more servers, or occasion-
ally the have a full crew of 
servers and just need a cook. 
On Tuesday, March 18th, 

they had 
servers but 
no cook. 
Jim Shilt 
volun-
teered to 
go down 
that day, 
and 
cooked for 
another 
196 peo-
ple. We 
will be 
called at 
times dur-
ing the 

year, and hopefully some of 
you will be able to go down 
to help, even if it isn’t First 
Lutheran’s “Official 
Month”. 
 
Here’s the complete list of 
all First Lutheran volunteers 
(49 members and 5 non-
members): 

 Doug Olson 
 Kevin King  
 Karen Olson  
 Tatum Tobiason 
 Jim Shilt  
 Kristen Monroe 

Pat Shilt 
Terry Baird 

Outreach - Central Lutheran Lunch Program Recap 
Jim Borrow  
Barb Matlock 
Judy Borrow  
Dina Matlock 
Dave Rice  
Derek Shellman 
Joan Rice  
Jens Clark 
Marilyn Kettel  
Celeste Dang 
Dorothy Clausen 
Kimberly Lindgren 
Kayleen Clausen 
Cody Pedersen 
John Sullivan 
Sylvia Ellersick 
Connie Sullivan 
Erin Ellersick 
Louise Stadek 
Riley Stadek  
Sylvia Stadek 
Einar Pedersen  
Emma Pedersen 
Phil Turcotte 
Pat Knutson   
Steve Sturm 
Bernice Parker  
Russ Hause 
Hazel Edholm  
Lois Hause 
Berit Sjong   
Sandy Bailey 
Randi Mangor  
Paula Hunt-Higgins 
Jacque Schweiss 
Evie Hutton 
Art Larson 
Karen Schneider 
Judy Larson 
Christie Pederson 
Bob Johnston  
Candy Gaul 
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     At its March meeting, the First 
Lutheran Church Council dis-
cussed and/or voted on the fol-
lowing items: 

• Gave approval to seek a pas-
toral intern from the Western 
Mission Cluster (Luther Seminary 
and PLTS).  If an intern is as-
signed to FLRB, that individual 
would begin this fall. 

• Approved the recommenda-
tion of a task force studying the 
purchase of new coffee makers.  
The new system will now be pur-
chased and installed in the 
kitchen. 

• Approved the purchase and 
installation of a projector and 

next meeting. 

• Rejected a request from the 
Masonic Temple to regularly 
hold meetings in the Upper 
Room. 

• The Council also has the 
action plans from the Strategic 
Plan before it and will be keep-
ing accountable those individu-
als and teams working to imple-
ment these plans. 

• The Council was reminded 
that Committees need to study 
their financial needs for next 
year’s budget cycle and begin to 
get those numbers solidified for 
the budget-making process. 

screen in the worship area.  This 
would be implemented this 
spring with hopes of beginning 
its use by June 1st if not before. 

• Discussed adding visitor 
parking and more handicapped 
parking places near the facility. 

• Synod Assembly will take 
place May 16-17 in Everett and 
we are encouraged to bring 4 
delegates along with our rostered 
staff members.  Those delegates 
are currently being sought. 

• Heard a recommendation 
from the Finance Team to 
change the process of the Tellers.  
The Finance Team will bring 
final recommendations to the 

March Church Council Actions 

The NWW Synod’s “Team 
Russia” is holding a Dinner & 
Auction to raise funds for the 
support of lay preachers and 
itinerant, multiple-point pastors 
in European Russia.  There are 
many small, fledgling Lutheran 
groups in European Russia 

Charlie the Church Mouse re-
ported he witnessed some inter-
esting activities on Sunday af-
ternoon, March 15th.  A huge 
thank you to our Food and 
Faith small group members for 
volunteering to help prepare 
the church for Holy Week and 
Easter. They were spotted 
mopping floors, wiping down 

Synod’s Team Russia Dinner & Auction  
May 4, 2008 - Nile Shrine Center 

And a special thanks to the 
Caruso family for their beautiful 
work on the lawns! 

 

which are hungry for the 
Word and eager to live out 
their Lutheran faith, but they 
are unable to support a full-
time pastor. 
 
Please join with others in our 
Synod for a Dinner & Auc-

tion at Nile Shrine Center (I-5 
& Ballinger Way), Sunday, 
May 4, 5:30 pm. For more info 
re tickets and/or auction dona-
tions, contact Joan Rice at 
(206)546-6748 or email 
ricedgjc@msn.com. 
 

pews, washing windows - do-
ing some of the general house-
keeping chores in preparation 
for the week ahead.  Your 
"hands of service" were a won-
derful gift to the church during 
the busy Holy week celebra-
tions.  Thank you Candy Gaul 
and Marin Brustuen for orga-
nizing the team! 

Charlie the Church Mouse reports... 

Adult Discipleship Opportunities 
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Entering THEIR World! 
     Eugene Peterson, in his para-
phrase of 1st Corinthians 9:19-23, 
writes:  
 
Even though I am free of the de-
mands and expectations of everyone, 
I have voluntarily become a servant 
to any and all in order to reach a 
wide range of people: religious, non-
religious, meticulous moralist, loose-
living immoralists, the defeated, the 
demoralized—whoever.  I didn’t take 
on their way of life.  I kept my bear-
ings in Christ—but I entered their 
world and tried to experience things 
from their point of view.  I’ve become 
just about every sort of servant there 
is in my attempts to lead those I meet 
into a God-saved life.  I did all this 
because of the Message.  I didn’t just 
want to talk about it; I wanted to be 
in on it. 

     Paul wasn’t just interested 
in attracting people to a build-
ing, but wanted to become the 
presence of Christ out in the 
community.  Whenever we 
find ways as the Body of Christ 
to meet, to serve, to love, to tell 
the story in the community 
where people live and work, 
we become Christ to every per-
son we meet.  We become the 
means by which Christ might 
come alive in someone’s life.  
In today’s post-modern culture 
it becomes increasingly vital 
that we reach out to people. 
Let’s continue to enter people’s 
lives.  Many may never come 
seeking us—or the Savior we 
serve—but we can bring the 
love of Christ and the hope we 
know in Him, to them. 

—Pastor Bjorge 

New Community Class 
This presentation-style class led 
by Pastor Bjorge continues to 
meet every Sunday at 9:45-
10:45 and has recently moved 
to the Upper Room. Each week 
we look deeply into God’s 
Word in the Old Testament  
New comers welcome! 

Wednesday-Morning 
Lectionary Discussion 
Pastor Bjorge leads an open 
and lively discussion on the 
proceeding Sunday’s Scriptural 
texts as well as many other top-
ics! Join us each Wednesday at 
10:00 in the Library! 
 
Village Night Men’s Study 
Wear your Carhartt’s and feel 
at home!  Alan Herr is leading 
a study for men each Wednes-
day of Village Night from 6:30-
7:30.  They are about to em-
bark on the study of N.T. 
Wright’s  “The Challenge of Je-
sus: Rediscovering Who Jesus Was 
and Is.”  Great time to join!  
Alan will bring the books.  All 

men welcome! 
 
Women’s Bible Studies 
We offer a variety of 
women’s small group Bible 
studies that meet at different 
times throughout the month. 
Please contact Sue Metcalf at 
206.367.2062 or smet-
calf@mortonclarke.com.   If 
you are interested in classes 
on Parenting, please contact 
Terry Baird who is in the 
process of forming a group 
around this topic. Call her at 
church or email her at 
ffd@flrb.org. 

mailto:ricedgjc@msn.com�
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Preschool News  

It’s Registration Time! 
It’s hard to believe, but it’s true! Registration time is here 
again. The 2008-09 school year will be here before we 
know it, and with it’s arrival First Lutheran Preschool 
will begin it’s 36th year of ministry here in Richmond 
Beach. What an awesome  
testimony to your prayers and support!!!!  
 
We have classes for the following age groups: 
   2 1/2 years old—Lambs meet on M & W or T & TH 
                   9AM—11AM 
  3-4 years old—Doves meet T & TH or M-W-F 
  9AM—11:30AM 
  4-5 years old—Lions (Pre-K) meet M-TH from  
  9AM—12PM or 1PM-4PM  
 
If you would like more information on costs and registra-
tion forms, please give us a call 
 
Kären Beasley, Director 
206-546-0320 
preschool@flrb.org 

Pajama Day with the T/TH Doves 
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New Member Class...  

Thank you to Brownie Troop 2690 ... 

office or Pastor Bjorge. 
 
Come for our Village Night 
dinner at 5:45 PM, if you 
would like.  This is a good 
time to get better acquainted 
with other folks. 
 
We will meet in the Library to 
talk about  what membership 
means at First Lutheran 
Church. 

Thanks also to Janet Caruso for 
assisting the girls with their se-
lection and overseeing the 
planting.   

First Lutheran’s Saratov 
Committee Invites You to a 

 

RUSSIAN TEA  

(and coffee!) 
 

To Benefit Our Sister 
Church 

 

EVANGELICAL-
LUTHERAN  

CONGREGATION 
SARATOV,  RUSSIA 

 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 
2008 

NOON 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

Join us for delicious 
Russian goodies!  

Support our partner as 
they work to construct 

and pay for their church 
building. 

 
A Free-Will Offering  

will be 
gratefully accepted. 

 
ALL proceeds go to  

Saratov! 

is coming Wednesday April 9th  at 
7:00 PM.   

1. If you would like to learn 
more about First Lutheran 
and what it means to be a 
member, please plan to attend.  

2. If you know of someone in 
our congregation who would 
like to attend, please invite 
them. 

3. If you would like to become a 
member but cannot attend this 
meeting, please contact the 

First and Second graders act out the washing of the disciples feet. 

for the beautiful rhododendron and 
grass plantings next to the Sanctuary 
on 8th Avenue!  The garden looks 
lovely with the new plants, and will 
only grow more beautiful as time 
passes and they all get settled in!  
We enjoy having you girls meet in 
our building, and this gift from you 
is a true blessing! 
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Sunday school 

 

New rotation – Service and the Great com-
mandment 

The next rotation for Sunday school will focus on 
service to others.  We will be talking a little bit 
about missionaries and what they do, helping the 
quilters and doing other service projects.  The bib-
lical focus will be on Luke 10:27 the Great com-
mandment. 

 

Bible Sunday  

Bible Sunday is May 11th this year we will be giv-
ing out Bibles to 3yr olds 2nd graders and 3rd grad-
ers.  We will be sending home a form for you to 
fill out and return to the church for your child to 
receive a bible. 

 

Last day of Sunday school is the 18th of May 

FLRBY!!   
A.k.a. First Lutheran Richmond Beach Youth 

Confirmation 
 
The annual confirmation retreat is scheduled for May 
16-18. This is the retreat where the youth plan the 
confirmation service. Location of retreat is still 
TBD—watch for more details.  Confirmation Day is 
June 1. 
 
Tillamook Mission Trip July 6-13 

Tillamook is a mission trip for all youth currently in 
grades 6-9.  Youth will spend a week working on a 
Habitat for Humanity house.  There will be a parents 
and student informational meeting April 13th after the  

Kids Corner needs your help 

The kid’s corner on Sundays and Wednesdays 
has been a huge success!  We are looking for 
board games, puzzles and coloring books that are 
in good condition that you are willing to donate.  
Please contact Terry Baird 

Village Night 

Wednesday nights we offer a meal starting at 
5:45 then there are kids classes for 3yr olds – 6th 
grade from 6:30- 7:45.  The kids play games, do 
crafts, act out stories, and play on the computer, 
all while learning about God. We also have mid-
dle school and high school youth group meeting 
from 7-8:30 pm. 

High school 
 
Youth group in April 

In April the high school youth will be putting to-
gether  Health kits, going on a scavenger hunt,  hav-
ing an event night and much more—come check it 
out!!! 
 
Dinners Ready fundraiser for youth 

New Fundraiser for the youth is through Dinners 
Ready.  For every meal you buy at Dinners Ready, 10% 
of the profit goes to the youth. This is an easy way to 
help both the middle school and high school youth 
go on their summer mission trips.  See Terry for the 
code and directions on how to make sure First Lu-
theran gets the credit. 

Family Ministry 

Sonics faith and fellowship night April 2nd. First 
Lutheran’s night at a Sonics game.  This event is 
for the middle school and high school youth as 
well as families. Cost is $12.  We will meet at the 
church at 5pm to attend a 7pm game.  Doors 
open at 5:30 to watch the players practice.  In 
addition, our church name will be put on the big 
screen. 

Third and fourth graders wait patiently to parade into the Sanctuary 
on Palm Sunday. 
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Preschool News - Family Faith Walks—April 
Muddy Day Madness 

“He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; He set my feet on a rock and gave me a 
firm place to stand.” Psalm 40:1-3 
 

Faith Walk: 
Put on grubby clothes and take a walk outside on a muddy day. Experience some muddy day mad-
ness. Stomp in the mud. Touch it with your hands. Squish it. Relish the experience. 
 
Faith Talk: 
• What does the mud feel like? What would happen if you jumped into a really deep puddle of mud 

or drove a car into it? 
• Read all three verses of the passage. What was David’s experience? 
• What hope do these verses give us? 
 
Faith Activities: 
• Look for sticky substances in your home (for example, cookie dough, glue, and syrup). Touch 

and describe each substance. What sticky situations are in your life? How can you keep from get-
ting permanently stuck to them? 

• Pray for someone who is experiencing a low point in his or her life. 
• Plant a seed in some mud. God can plant hope in the mud in our lives and grow it into a beautiful 

plant. 
 
 
Dear God the Father, Lord of all Heights 
When I fly high with the joy of Your love, You rejoice with me and cheer me on. When I feel low and hurt, You 
hold me, comfort me and give me hope. Help me to know Your presence and love at all times. In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
From : “FAMILY FAITH WALKS” 
By Kelly J. Haack, Concordia 
Publishing House 



We pray for 
God’s bless-
ings and care 
for: members 
and friends of 
First Lu-
theran who 
are ill or in 
need:   
 

For Stefanie Speed; for Roger 
Stones, brother of Ellie Meyer; for 
Hans Jensen, friend of the Van-
Hoosiers; for Cathy Cangiano, 
co-worker of Marin Brustuen; for 
Beth Burk, friend of Chris and 
Maret Syberg; for Ed Anderson, 
grandfather of Stephanie Wick; for 
Charlie Gaul; for Dick Craig; for 
Ken Petty, partner and friend of 
Jeff Johnson; for Anna Carroll, 
preschool student; for Jay Graff, 
friend of Elizabeth Jordan;  for 
Edna Dyke, grandmother of Steve 
Ellersick; for Barb Spinney; for 
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Karl Bennett; for baby Adam and 
parents Meridith and Mike 
Dodd, friends of Christina Shinkle; 
for Earl Thompson, brother-in-
law of Alex Brick; for Jack Ward, 
uncle of Tina and Kevin King; for 
Mae Hicks, Kathy Adams’ 
mother-in-law; for Bob Hauke, 
cousin of Marian Thom; for Kris-
ten Jaquish;   
 
We pray for God’s comfort and care for 
families and friends of those who have 
passed away: Debbie, sister of pre-
school teacher Kathy Longé; 
Jonesy, father of Lisa McDonald, 
former preschool teacher; Tom 
Rippey; Bill Pugh, son of Mel; 
Mary, mother of Preschool teacher 
Shannon Honka and grandmother 
of Tiffany; Anne Knight, neighbor 
of the Pagans; 
 

Come to God’s Table and Live! 
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     Many children are already 
receiving Holy Communion at 
First.  But each year Pastor 
Bjorge will offer a class for 
those children, and any others 
who are not yet receiving Com-
munion but whose parents feel 
that they are ready to do so.  
This class serves two functions: 
to help parents better under-
stand the rich meaning, purpose 
and symbolism of this wonder-
ful gift of grace, and to do so 
with their children so their chil-
dren can get to know Pastor 
better and so that what is taught 
in the home might be rein-
forced in the church. 
 
     We’ve said it before but it’s 
worth restating that we believe 

the parents are the primary 
apostles, bishops, and priests of 
their family.  Faith is as much 
taught as it is caught. Children, for 
good or for ill, will mostly live out 
the faith as they’ve seen it demon-
strated in the home.  They’ll be-
lieve, in large part, as their parents 
believe and as they are taught by 
their parents. 
 
     Our ministries at the church 
serve to reinforce that teaching 
and modeling of faith and to help 
parents better share the faith in 
their home environment. 

     Those children who received in-
struction this past month were: 
Kirsten Bjorge 
Fran and Mia Herr 
Emily Hicks 
Paige and Thomas Matheson 
Spencer, Ben and Nic McCuistion 
Benny and Maia Pagan 
Emily and Lukas Phillips 
Emily and Melissa Syberg 
Matthew Turcotte 
Sophia Ward 
Dylan and Katrina Weiler 
 
     We praise God for their instruc-
tion and pray they continue to grow 
in grace and in love with Jesus as 
their Savior and Lord! 

We give thanks for the healthy birth: of 
Annika Osterhout to Cristin and 
Kevin, friends of the Weiler family;  
We pray for strength and safety for An-
drew DeDonker, traveling to 
Uganda for mission work in an or-
phanage for two weeks; for Carl 
Erling, MD, practicing medicine in 
mission in Uganda this year; for 
Tara Ashelman, who is nursing in 
a mission orphanage in Honduras 
this year. 
 
 

EVBS 

Music Arts Workshop 
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SCHEDULE OF 
EVENTS 

 

 

• April 2nd—No Village 
Night (Spring Break) 

• April 9th at 7 PM—
New Member Class 

• April 27th  at Noon—
Russian Tea for Sara-
tov! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 

9:00 InAs-
Much 
1:30  Staff 
Mtg 
6:30 PS Staff 
7:00 Exec 
Comm 

2 

10:00 Bible Study 
4:00 Stewardship 
Comm 
7:30 PM Cantorei 

3 

11:30 Writers’ 
Class 
5:30 Sounds of 
Grace 
7:15 Handbell 
Choir 

4 5 

 

6 

8:30 Worship 
9:45 Education 
11:00 Worship 
 
 

7 

 
7:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 

8 

9:00  InAs-
Much 
1:30 Staff 
7:00 Church 
Council 
 

9 

10:00 Bible Study 
5:45 VN Dinner 
6:30 VN Educa-
tion 
7:00 New Mem-
ber Class 
7:00 Youth 

10 
10:00 Mary Mar-
tha Circle 
4:30  Alleluia 
Choir 
5:30 Sounds of 
Grace Band 
7:15 Handbell 

11 

 
 

12 

 
 

13 

8:30 Worship 
9:45 Education 
11:00 Worship 

14 
 
7:00 Stephen 
Ministry 
7:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 

15 Budget Re-
quests due 

9:00 InAs-
Much 
1:30 Staff 
3:00 Directory 
Pictures 
 

16 

10:00 Bible Study 
3:00 Directory 
Pictures 
5:45 VN Dinner 
6:30 Education 
7:00 Youth 
Group 
7:45 Cantorei 

17 
11:30 Writers’ 
Class 
3:00 Directory 
Pictures 
4:30 Alleliia Choir 
5:30 Sounds of 
Grace Band 
7:15 Handbell 

18 

 
 
3:00 Direc-
tory Pictures 

19 

  

10:00 Directory 
Pictures 
 

 
 

20-Preschool 
Sunday 

8:30 Worship 
9:45 Education 
11:00 Worship 

 

21 

 
7:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

22 

9:00 InAs-
Much 
1:30 Staff 
6:30 PS Art 
Walk 

23 

10:00 Bible Study 
 
5:45 VN Dinner 
6:30 Education 
7:00 Youth 
Group 
7:45 Cantorei 

24  

4:00 Finance 
Comm 
4:30 Alleluia 
Choir 
5:30 Sounds of 
Grace 
6:30 Youth & 
Family Comm 
6:30 PS Art Walk 
7:15 Handbell 

25 

 
 

22 

5:00 Olson/
Mueller Wed-
ding 

27 

8:00 Worship 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Worship 
12 N Rissian 
Tea 
 

28 

 
7:00 Stephen 
Ministry 
7:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

29 

9:00 InAs-
Much 
1:30 Staff 

30 
10:00 Bible Study 
 
5:45 V N Dinner 
6:30 Education 
7:30 Youth Grp 
7:45 Cantorei 

   MayBeach-
comber Dead-
line:  April 
16th 

April 2008 

Be sure to 
come in for a 
picture for 
our new di-

rectory! 
 

April 15-19 
Contact Judy 

Poulson for an 
appointment or  

more info 

Preschool Spring Break 
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